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Specification content: How tourism can help reduce the development gap in a LIC or NEE.

Study Figure 1, photographs of a tourist area in Vietnam, a newly emerging economy (NEE). 
Figure 1
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“The development of tourism can be an important way to help reduce the development gap of a country’’.
 
Discuss this statement using Figure 1 and your own knowledge of a LIC or NEE that you have studied.         

[9 marks]
[+ 3 SPaG]
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Mark Scheme 

	01
	01
	“The development of tourism can be an important way to help reduce the      development gap of a country’’

Discuss this statement using Figure 1 and your own knowledge of a LIC or NEE that you have studied.         

	Level
	Marks
	Description

	3
(Detailed)
	7-9
	AO1 – Demonstrates detailed knowledge of the impacts of tourism on the development gap of a named country.
AO2 – Shows a thorough understanding of how tourism can have an impact on the development gap of a named country.
AO3 – Demonstrates thorough application of knowledge and understanding in interpreting the likely impact of tourism on the development gap with focussed and reasoned interpretation of the figure.

	2
(Clear)
	4-6
	AO1 – Demonstrates reasonable knowledge of the impacts of tourism on the development gap of a named country.
AO2 – Shows clear understanding of how tourism can have an impact on the development gap of a named country.
AO3 – Demonstrates reasonable application of knowledge and understanding in judging the likely impact of tourism development with some interpretation of the figure.

	1
(Basic)
	1-3
	AO1 – Demonstrates limited knowledge of the impacts of tourism on the development gap of a named country.
AO2 – Shows limited understanding of how tourism can have an impact on the development gap of a named country.
AO3 – Demonstrates limited application of knowledge and understanding in judging the likely impact of transport/infrastructure developments with simple and/or limited reference to the figure.

	
	0
	No relevant content







· Level 3 (detailed) responses will show detailed discussion of the impacts of tourism on the development gap in a LIC or NEE, supported with precise knowledge. 
· Level 2 (clear) responses will show clear discussion of the impacts of tourism on reducing the development gap
· Level 1 (basic) responses will show simple discussion/description of the impacts of tourism on reducing the development gap in a named LIC or NEE. 
· Max level 2 if no LIC or NEE country named, or if HIC country used and comments still relevant. 
· Max Level 2 if no use of figure 1

Indicative content
· A case study is required with likely examples being: The Maldives, Jamaica, The Gambia, and Tunisia. 
· Discussion should focus on the economic and social impacts of tourism development i.e. impacts related to reducing the development gap.
· Impacts are likely to be mainly positive, relating to foreign exchange earnings, employment and personal incomes, infrastructural developments such as airports and roads, social improvements (directly or indirectly) e.g. investment in education and health.
A range of impacts exist and might be mentioned such as:
· Growth in GDP – in the Seychelles, GDP estimated to have grown by 5.5% in 2024, tourism and service sector made large contribution. 20% of The Gambia’s GDP comes from tourism and related services.
· Rise in incomes - 2024 GDP per capita in the Seychelles was US$11,721, up 4.7% from 2023.
· Reduction in poverty – in Jamaica, the poverty rate fell from 16.7% in 2021 to 8.2% in 2023.
· Increased government revenues from tourism taxes help fund public services.
· Increase in formal employment – directly related jobs in resorts, hotels, guesthouses, service industries etc. There is also indirect employment (transport, food supply, construction, crafts). This helps reduce unemployment / under‑employment.
· Boosting demand in other sectors: transport, communications, trade have benefited, leading to wider economic activity.
· With higher revenues, the government can invest more in infrastructure (airport terminals, roads, utilities) and health, education etc. e.g. The expansion of Velana International Airport’s new terminal in The Seychelles.
· Tourism brings in foreign currency which helps in paying for imports, stabilising the currency, and servicing external debt
· 2025 estimate of US$5 billion in tourism receipts, which would further bolster foreign exchange reserves.
· Credit reference to limitations of the impact of tourism or negative impacts on reducing the development gap such as leakage of revenue to foreign companies and individuals, disproportionate proportion of higher paid jobs going to non-natives, vulnerability to external influences such as COVID 19, internal conflicts, natural disasters, overtourism leading to overcrowding etc and so reduced attractiveness to some potential visitors. etc.
References and interpretations from Figure 1 are likely to include:
Improvements in infrastructure such as road construction which benefits the wider economy and public, hotel building and the link to construction and service jobs, improvements in built environment improves attractiveness and so tourist numbers e.g. landscaped areas. By inference, employment opportunities and greater disposable income for workers.

Credit any valid impacts; the list above is not exhaustive. 

AO1 – 3 marks
AO2 – 3 marks 
AO3 – 3 marks 

	9

	
	
	Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)
High performance
· Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy.
· Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
· Learners use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate.
Intermediate performance
· Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy.
· Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall.
· Learners use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate.
Threshold performance
· Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy.
· Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall.
· Learners use a limited range of specialist terms as appropriate.
No marks awarded
· The learner writes nothing.
· The learner’s response does not relate to the question.
· The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold performance level (for example, errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning).
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