At least 15 people have died in northern California after what officials are
describing as an “unprecedented” wildfire that has already destroyed 2,000
structures and devastated large swaths of wine country. “We often have
multiple fires going on, but the majority of them all started right around the
same time period, same time of night — it’s unprecedented,” Amy Head, the
fire captain spokeswoman for Cal Fire, the state agency responsible for fire
protection, told the Guardian. “l hate using that word because it’s been
overused a lot lately because of how fires have been in the past few years,
but it truly is — there’s just been a lot of destruction.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, the Sonoma sheriff’s office said about 150 people
were still reported as missing.

About 20,000 people have been evacuated, including hundreds of senior
counties were closed on Tuesday. Major fires in those regions remain
completely uncontained, threatening thousands of homes and vineyards in

the wine country north of San Francisco.

Years of drought in California, followed by an extremely wet winter, have
meant that vegetation is thicker and more susceptible to the fires that tend

Active wildfires in North California, 11 Oct 2017 O be at their worst in the autumn.
Officials say the high winds are
hampering firefighting efforts in the
region about 140 miles (225km)

north of San Francisco. To assist

with the efforts the country’s largest
irefighting aircraft — a converted

747 — has been deployed.
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